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POLICY/PURPOSE:   
The purpose of this is to provide guidelines for enforcing Section 710.6 of the Iowa Criminal Code pertaining to violating 
custodial orders. 
 
PROCEDURE:   
Iowa Code 710.6 will serve as a guideline in filing a complaint against a defendant in violation of a custodial order as it 
pertains to visitation rights and custodial rights. 
 
Definition - A child as defined by Iowa State Code 702.5 being under 14 years of age. 
 

 If a parent of a child living apart from the other parent conceals that child or causes that child’s whereabouts to 
be unknown to a parent with visitation rights or parental time as designated in a custodial order, a complaint 
should be filled out and signed by the complainant.  

o This complaint should then be sent to the County Attorney's Office for their action.  
 A copy of the court order should accompany the complaint. 

 

 In cases where the violating parent turns the child over to the proper authorities, the officers will not make a 
physical arrest, but will refer the matter to the County Attorney's Office for further consideration as described 
above. 

 If extenuating circumstances do exist (i.e., the defendant is intoxicated, refuses to cooperate, and, in the 
officer's opinion, the child's welfare and safety are in jeopardy), officers should take physical custody of the 
child and use their own discretion in effecting an arrest at that time. 

 Officers should be aware that individual states view custodial orders differently, and that in some states, 
violation of a custodial order is not a criminal offense as it now is in the State of Iowa. 

 In all cases, when the matter is referred to the County Attorney, the officer will make a report and attach a copy 
of the report, along with a copy of the custodial order, to the complaint form. 

 
 
 


